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ABOUT GACC
The Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition (GACC) is a unique cross-sectoral grouping of public, private 
and civil society organizations (CSOs) with a focus on promoting good governance and fighting 
corruption in Ghana. GACC was registered on March 13, 2001 under Ghana’s Companies Code.

VISION
A Ghana that is free from corruption where honesty, transparency, accountability, integrity and 
inclusion are upheld, thereby, helping to improve the standard of living of the people.
 
MISSION
To promote anti-corruption and good governance initiatives in Ghana through capacity-building, 
research and advocacy interventions by engaging coalition members and other key stakeholders 
operating at the regional, national and international levels.
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ADISS    Accountable Democratic Institutions and Systems Strengthening

ALAC    Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre

ARIC    Audit Report Implementation Committee

CBO    Community-based Organisation

CHRAJ    Commission for Human Rights and Administrative Justice

CSO    Civil Society Organisation

CDD-Ghana   Centre for Democratic Development

DA    District Assembly

IMF    International Monitory Fund 

KPE    Knowledge, Perception and Experience 

LANets   Local Accountability Networks

LOGNet   Local Governance Network 

MMDCEs   Metropolitan, Municipal, District Chief Executives

MMDAs   Metropolitan, Municipal and Districts Assemblies

NACAP   National Anti-Corruption Action Plan

NCCE    National Commission for Civic Education

NGO’S    Non-governmental Organisations

OSP    Office of Special Prosecutor 

OSIWA    Open Society Initiative for West Africa

PAC    Public Accounts Committee

RMT    Resource Mobilisation Team

SDGs    Sustainable Development Goals 

STAR-Ghana   Strengthening Transparency, Accountability and Responsiveness

UNDP    United Nations Development Project

USAID    United States Agency for International Development

WACSI    West Africa Civil Society Institute

LIST OF ACRONYMS



INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the Governing Board of the Ghana 
Anti-Corruption Coalition and my own behalf I 
present to you the 2017 Annual Report of the 
Coalition. I am extremely pleased about the 
contributions by the Coalition towards the fight 
against corruption, which has led to the progress 
we have made so far as a country.

This year has seen much change, especially with 
the establishment of the Office of Special 
Prosecutor (OSP) Bill, which will effectively 
investigate public officials suspected of corruption. 
The Coalition has been among the active 
anti-corruption organisations that championed the 
speedy passage of the OSP Bill through a series of 
strategic engagements with key stakeholders 
including a dialogue among civil society 
organisations (CSOs) and the media. This Bill will 
be put to the test again in the coming years as we 
consolidate the achievements of this year. 
The Coalition has strategic plans with several 
objectives including programmes that seeks to 
empower citizens to demand accountability from 
authorities and public institutions. To aid 
transparency, the Coalition continued to 
implement projects that promote social 
accountability as well as citizens’ sensitisation. 
The Coalition is stepping up its anticorruption 
strategies with an update to Government’s 
Anticorruption Policies and other reforms to be 
implemented.

I congratulate the hard-working staff of the 
Coalition for their sustained commitment to the 
implementation of the projects throughout the 
year. I am extremely grateful to the Governing 
Board for providing effective stewardship and 
direction, which has gained us the successes for 
this review period. 

1.1. Remark by GACC Chair
             Nana Osei-Bonsu
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It is with great satisfaction as Executive 
Secretary of Ghana Anti-Corruption Coalition 
(GACC) to see how Ghana’s effort in the fight 
against corruption saw some significant 
changes in this reporting year. The Coalition 
continued to be at the forefront of advocating 
for anticorruption policy reforms.
 
During the year 2017, the Secretariat 
intensified its advocacy effort by building CSOs 
Coalition for anticorruption policy reforms. The 
Coalition played a key role in the passage of 
the Office of Special Prosecutor (OSP) Bill into 
law and establishment of the office in the year 
under review.  The Secretariat with funding 
support from the Open Society Initiative for 
West Africa (OSIWA) organised and 
participated in a series of strategic 
engagements with key stakeholders including 
a dialogue among CSOs and the media. The 
Secretariat continued to implement projects 
that promote social accountability and 
citizens’ empowerment for improved policies 
by targeting the appropriate groups, 
institutions, and stakeholders. The Secretariat, 
in collaboration with its implementing partners 
(GII and SEND –Ghana (GII Consortium)), 
engaged in bilateral policy dialogues with Audit 
Report Implementation Committees (ARICs) 
on audit recommendations for implementation 
of tracking reports under a USAID funded 
project aimed at improving on the existing 
policies. The Secretariat built the capacity of 
citizens’ groups (Local Accountability 
Networks-LANets) to effectively track 
developmental projects in the Health and 
Education sectors as contained in the 2017 
Annual Action Plans of the District Assemblies 

1.2. Remark by the Executive Secretary 
             Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh
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ithin the Ashanti, Northern and Brong-Ahafo 
Regions under an OSIWA funded project. 

Although we are aware that the task ahead is 
massive, we are confident that the 
approaches over the years have placed us on 
the right path to deliver sustainable results in 
the fight against corruption. I wish to thank 
the Executive, Judiciary and Legislative arms 
of government for the opportunity to 
collaborate with them to deliberate on 
anticorruption policies, our donors for their 
continued support of the Coalition’s projects 
and programmes and to my committed staff 
and LANets.



REPORT FROM THE PROGRAMMES AND
RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

GACC, with support from some donors, has 
been implementing the following programmes 
during the year under review to intensify its 
advocacy efforts and to enhance citizens’ 
participation, and promote transparency and 
accountability.

2.1. Accountable Democratic Institutions 
and Systems Strengthening (ADISS) - 
Project

As part of building partnerships in the fight 
against corruption, the Secretariat entered 
into a Consortium with Ghana Integrity Initia-
tive (as the Lead Organisation), and 
SEND-Ghana to implement a four-year (2014 
-2018) project funded by the USAID aimed at 
improving the existing policies. Some key 
activities undertaken during the reporting year 
were bilateral policy dialogues with fifty (50) 
Audit Report Implementation Committees 

(ARICs) on audit recommendation implemen-
tation tracking reports; organised three bilater-
al meetings with the Commission on Rights 
and Administrative Justice (CHRAJ) and quar-
terly meeting with the five (5) MDA working 
groups; Attorney General's Department and 
Audit Service on the assessment of recommen-
dations; and trained citizens on manifestations 
of corruption and the roles of anti-corruption 
institutions. The Consortium also organised an 
outreach at 'corruption prone districts and 
among other social interest groups at both 
National and District levels as well as com-
pleted the Knowledge, Perception and Experi-
ence (KPE) survey report launch and dialogue 
with Metropolitan, Municipal and District 
Assemblies (MMDAs) within five (5) Districts.
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Milestone 

Following the launch of the ADISS report dubbed: “Corruption is Eating Us Up: A Call to Action”, 
government made numerous pledges to amend the lapses that exist in key state   institutions such 
as the Passport Office. Among the moves are: abolishing the manual passport processing system for 
an electronic system; government's directive to decentralize the passport processing system; 
increasing security at the Passport Office to check illegal activities; and ensuring that public officials 
who work at the Passport Office wear a name tag for identification.
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Following the launch of the ADISS report dubbed: “Corruption is Eating Us Up: A Call to Action”, 
government made numerous pledges to amend the lapses that exist in key state   institutions such 
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A Cross-section of Participants During the Outreach at Corruption Prone Districts



2.2. I AM AWARE –Project

The Secretariat implemented a CDD-Ghana project dubbed: “I AM AWARE” aimed at improving quality 
public service delivery in Ghana through an informed citizenry advocacy. The project focuses on data 
from the Education, Health, Water, Sanitation, Agriculture, Roads and Security sectors in each district. 
The Secretariat, in partnership with CDD-Ghana, organised thirty-three (33) district public 
sensitisation fora to create an interface between citizens and duty bearers.

2.3. Breaching the Inequality Gap-Project

The Secretariat, as part of breaching the inequality gap in the society, embarked on a validation 
research report on inequality in Ghana. The two-year project (2016-2017) was implemented in 
partnership with Oxfam-Ghana and SEND-Ghana with funding from UNICEF. The Secretariat 
coordinated and organised a maiden meeting during the year under review and mapped out civil society 
organisations (CSOs) under the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 16 as well as holding an 
election for Conveners and Co-conveners.

2.4. Strengthening Accountability and Transparency in the Utilization of Public Resources at 
the Local Level Through Active Citizen Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery And 
Development - Project

The Secretariat, as part of its strategies, increased transparency and accountability in local governance. 
Through District Accountability Forum, the Secretariat supported its Local Accountability Networks 
(LANets) in twelve (12) districts within the Ashanti, Northern and Brong-Ahafo Regions to mobilise 
citizens to hold their District Assembly accountable for better development results in the 
implementation of their Medium Term Plan, with a focus on the 2017 Annual Action Plans, specifically, 
the status of implementation of projects and programmes under the health and education sectors 
under the Open Society Initiative for West Africa (OSIWA) funded project. The project is currently 
building the capacity of citizens groups to effectively track developmental projects in the Health and 
Education sector as contained in the 2017 Annual Action Plans of the District Assemblies. 

The fora were broadcasted on live radio where possible, which allowed other citizens living in the 
district to participate in the forum.
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Mr. Harrisson-Cudjoe, GACC research Officer
explaining a point to participants during

the forum at Ejisu

Mr. Saed Muhazu Jibreal addressing
participants at the Accountability Forum

at the Damongo



Planning Officer, Mr. Amoah accounting
to participants-Techiman

 Assembly women for Akisimansu Electoral Area
in a picture with LANet focal person

Mustapha-Techiman 
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2.5. Strengthening Citizens' Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery and 
Development-Project

The Secretariat, as part of its implementation strategies strengthened citizens' participation to 
enhance quality service delivery and development by supporting its LANets in eight (8) districts 
within the Volta, Central and Greater Accra Regions to develop action plans for monitoring activities 
and provided them with seed funds to implement their action plans. The Secretariat supported the 
LANets to monitor the implementation of projects in the districts and as well facilitated interface 
engagements between the LANets and MMDAs in the eight districts as part of activities under this 
project with funding from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The interface 
meetings provided an opportunity for sharing the monitoring findings with the duty bearers.

Interface meetings held in the regions of project implementation



• The Secretariat was among the active anti-corruption organisations championing the speedy 
passage of the Office of the Special Prosecutor Bill through a series of strategic engagement with key 
stakeholders including a dialogue among CSOs and the media. This was likewise achieved with 
funding support from the OSIWA under the above project.    

Milestones
1. Government passed the Office of the Special Prosecutor Bill
2. Citizens have been empowered to demand accountability from their duty bearers at the local level

Mr. Kofi Bentil of IMANI-Ghana addressing
Participants at the OSP forum held in Accra

Dr. Kojo Asante of CDD-Ghana addressing
participants at the OSP Forum held in Accra

Professor Kwame Karikari (with Microphone),
Dean of the School of Communications –

Wisconsin University with
Mrs. Beauty E. Narteh-

Executive Secretary (GACC)
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This year’s anti-corruption week was celebrated from 4th to 9th December; characterized by a 
number of national and regional level activities such as stakeholder conferences, debates, floats, quiz 
competitions among others. As part of strategies to promote anti-corruption practices the 
Secretariat, in partnership with the Ghana Police Service and the National Commission for Civic 
Education (NCCE), embarked on nine regional floats (Greater Accra, Volta, Upper West, Upper East , 
Northern , Brong-Ahafo, Central, Eastern and Western region) on Saturday, December 9th in 
commemoration of the 2017 United Nation International Anti-Corruption Day under the theme: 
“NACAP: Strengthening Public, Private, and Civil Society, Partnership in the fight against corruption’’ 
to increase public awareness on corruption and its effect on their lives as well as steps to fight 
against it. This came under the OSIWA funded project titled: “Strengthening Accountability and 
Transparency in the Utilization of Public Resources at the Local Level Through Active Citizen 
Participation to Enhance Quality Service Delivery and Development”. Ahead of the regional floats, 
there were live radio discussions on Friday, December 8th within some selected regions. The floats 
were embarked upon to create the awareness of the issues as well as the roles played by the 
accountability institutions in the fight against corruption.

Milestones
* The Police developed a good interest in the �ght against corruption and also viewed it as an 
   opportunity to redeem their image from public negative perception.

* Citizens’ commitment to the �ght against corruption was increased through massive 
    participation.

2.6. Commemoration of 2017 United Nation International Anti-Corruption Day
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Radio discussion ahead of the floats across the regions

Scenes from the floats in the regions



2.7. Strategic Engagement and Policy Dialogues

In furtherance of combatting corruption, the Secretariat actively participated in strategic meetings 
with stakeholders. The Secretariat and its sister civil society organisations engaged H.E President 
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo and members of his team (i.e. Vice President, Senior Minister, Chief 
of Staff, Ministers of Finance, Defence, Security, Gender, Information etc.) to discuss the key issues 
of anti-corruption, decentralisation and revenue mobilisation. The President requested for the 
formalisation of the engagement. 

• The Secretariat engaged the Regional Police Public Relations Officers at the Headquarters in Accra 
   as part of preparations towards the anti-corruption day float

• The Secretariat participated in the International Monitory Fund (IMF) 2017 Annual meetings in 
   Washington DC
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o Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh, the Executive Secretary participated in a two weeks course on the essentials of 
anti-corruption sponsored by DANIDA.

o Mr. Bright Sowu, the Senior Research Officer participated in a Social Accountability Training organised by 
CDD-Ghana.
 
o Mr. Samuel Harrison-Cudjoe, the Research Officer, Mr. Godfred Oppong Amoako, the Accounts Officer and 
Mrs. Beauty Emefa Narteh, the Executive Secretary participated in a Regional Learning Workshop on Social 
Accountability organized by WACSI/OSIWA.

o Mr. Bright Sowu and Mr. Samuel Harrison-Cudjoe participated in a WACSI M&E Training.

o GACC organized an in-house training on budget tracking facilitated by Mr. George Osei Bimpeh from SEND 
GH.

o Michael Adisu, the Research and Programmes Assistant participated in a two day UPR Workshop for Civil 
Society organized by POS Foundation held on 21-22nd March, 2017 at Cleaver House, and represented the 
coalition.

o Mr. Kwesi Assumeng Boateng, the Programmes Officer participated in the OXFAM Country Learning Review 
meeting held on 22nd - 24th March, 2017 organized by OXFAM. 

o Research & Programmes Unit Staff participated in training on Capturing Results organized by ADISS 
Consortium 

o Mr. Michael Adisu, the Research and Programmes Assistant participated in a 3-day Civil Society Media 
Workshop organized by Innovation for Change Network and WACSI

o GACC engaged a consultant, Dr. Jeff Bassey to conduct an in-house training on Personal Effectiveness & 
Productivity Training for staff 

o GACC staff had training on Procurement by the Public Procurement Authority (PPA)

o GACC staff had Social Media training by Odikro.

STAFF TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING
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In spite of the continuous funding challenges experienced, the Secretariat remains committed to the 
�ght against corruption through sta� support towards fundraising.

CONCLUSION

FINANCIAL REPORT
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COLUMN 1
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

10
11
12

1
2

SOURCE
VOICE GHANA

PPDC
FAT AFRICA

STAR GHANA
OSIWA
UNDP

CDD GHANA
USAID 

GLOBAL MEDIA ALLIANCE
NEWMONT GHANA

PROGRAMME COST
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

-
-

2, 479.00
14, 187.00
774, 182.00
35, 096.00
148, 618.00
470, 311.00

-
-

TOTAL 1, 444, 873.00

0.0
0.0
0.2
1.0

53.6
2.4
10.3
32.6

932, 488.00 75.2
307, 134.00 24.8

-
0.0
100

EXPENDITURE

1, 239, 622.00 100

AMOUNT (GHc) PERCENTAGE (%)

TOTAL
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